
\ HOERAL ELECTION COMMISSION-

liiiei;S;20tZ 
Ms, Julie Ott; 

Harvey, LA 70058 

RE: MUR 6623 

fN. 

t,0 Dear Ms. Ott:: 
b 
ffl 
ffl On Januaiy 6,2012, the Federal Election Cbmmission ("Commission̂ ') notified ydu tiiat 

tiie C;pmniissibn, in the' normal course of carrying out its supervisory resppnsibiiitî , hê  
^ ascertaiiied. information indiGating:that-you: may have. yiQlated the Federal Election Campaign 
1̂  Act of iSiiXr as: amendied. On Jiiiy 3 L 2012y and after .coiisLdering all the information, <the 
,H CipfhitiiissiOn dismissed this matter as it pertairis to you. the Factual ahd Legal Analysis is 

enGlos.edfpr yourinformait̂ pn. 

The Act provides ihat "no person shall make a.:GontributiQii .in theiname of anbther 
:person: or knowingly permit his name to be used to' effect such a cpntributipn," 2 tj;S,C, §; 441f 
Xhe; .CPm.m:issipn..paUtiÔ  ensure: tiiiatyour-c^n^^ is in complianpig with tiie 
Act and the Commission's regulafip'iiis,: 

You are advised that the confidentiality provisions of 2 U;.'.Ŝ C'.. 437g(a)(12)(A) remain 
iil: effect̂  aiid tliat .tiiis iiiatter is stiil open with; respect to Ptiier :respon:den̂ .> The Commission 
will notify you when the entire file has: been'closed. 

If you have, any questions, please contact Pelbert K. Rigsb)̂ ; the attorney assigped to this 
matter, at (202;)̂ ^ 

Sincerely. 

Susan L.: Lebeaux 
.Assistant Geneml Counsel 

Encibsure 
Factual and Legal Analysis 



EE0fRAL,B^^ 

FACrrUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

:RESPÔ D̂EN'r: Julie Ott MOR 6623 

L (GENE^TIQN OF THEMATTIiR 

This: matter was'generated based On.ihformafidn ascertained .b̂  the Federal Electipn 

Commission ("Commission*')̂  in the normal course of carrying oiit its supervisory 

responsibilities, SefeaÔ SjC; 4̂37 
P 
ffl II. EACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 
ffl 
^ Ai. Factual Summary 
VJ 

ffl Information ayailable. to the Commission indicates that Scalise for Congress 

("Cpmitiittee''), tiie piriridpal campaigh committee of Representative Stephen Scalise, who . was 

the suecessfiil 2008 candidate for the;Fiî t CdiigresSioiial District of Louisi:ana,: had received 

contributions in v̂OO? fr:om WUiiam A.. Bennett that reportedly had been made in the names of 

:Melani;e Detloffi Julie Ott: and James Wyckoff for $2̂ 300 each. The contributidns ini issue 

relate to the March :8,2008, Louisijana Repubiik̂ Fi: special primary eiection. On its 2007 Year-

End Report, the Committee identified Bennetti who also contributed $2,300 on the same date 

as tiie others, as aBenetech executive and coritFibuitOr Wyckoff as theroWner of United 

Properties Development in 'isfew jersey. Thereare ;no employers listed .fbr contFibutbrs Ott' and 

Detloff- According to public sources, Benetech is a limited liability conipany h 

New Orleans for Which Benriett reportedly serves as President :arid jUlie Ott as Chief 

Administrative Officer. Ŝ e BENETECHV :tittp;̂ /wwvy;.:fiâ  0ast visited 

Jiiine 19;^ 2012). iPublicly available state marriage and COHimission recordSi refiect that Melanie 

:Detloff was formerly Bennett's spouse, See A^CBSwy,Ci0M, 



MU^ 6(523 
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Rage'2 

http-y/search;ariGcstrv;î ^ Index; 1956̂ 2005) 

(teijortihg marriage between Mielanie R, iDetidff and. Williain A, Bennett pn. July 24̂  200.4); 

!RQniney for Pfesident, liSG*, April 15 Quarterly Report at344 (Apri V% 2007) (i;eattribaiujg 

:$2,10p of pontribiitto Williaiii Bennett to hiŝ^̂ ŝ̂^ Melanie BeniiCtt); 

On June 21,201.1 > after consuftirig with the Reports Anatysik: DivisiOii, the 

^ Committee-filed a Worm 99, whichinformed.tiie Comniission that:̂  r̂^ • 
Q Qrj.December 19,2007̂  the Scalisie: fdr Cdrigress- eaiiipaign 
ffl .receiyed: fotn* .checks as; part .Of a 'fundraising, eveiit HiCsC. Checks 

were, in the amounts of fe,300 .each from V̂ iiliam .Bennett, Julie : 
]E Ott, James Wyckofriand Melanie Detioff: On Jiine :1.5, :20:1 (i t̂^̂  
^ campaign was ribf ified by a' dpnor:,. William Bennett, thait he 
ifl reimbursed, :the otiier tiiree individuais named above fpr :their 
f-i respective contributions to the Scalise for Congress carnpaign; 

Before this notification On June 15} 2011, the. campaigii never had 
;any ihfdrifiation that wd]uild. have led to- qiiestion the vaiidit^ of the 
Checks; The checks in; question were reported pn the EEC report: 
i^ied fprthe fPiii^ quarts 20Of. 

The Committee further explained that :it would disgorge all. four ofthe contributions j 

totalinjg $9,200, to flie U,S. Treasury, The Cpmmittee did so on Jline 21, 2011. S'ee Scalise 

:fpr Congress, July 15 Quarterly Report: at 96 (July 14,2011). 

In response to the Commission-s notification of tiiis matter; Ott states that Bennett, 

her "boss, at flie fme," aSked her and the ptiier indiyiduals whp made tiiese contributions, '*to 

write a cheek iri the amourit of $2>3Q0 made payable^' to the Committeei and that: Bennetti 

had stated "that he was at the maximtim iridiyiduai cOritribution {limit} and .rieeded us- td 

contribute.:" Ott Resp, Ott: reported Bennett: stated tlrat '^^^^^^ Wpuldreimi)urseeach of us fbr 

the contributions" Id Ott fiirther asserts that :She *Mid not have knowledge of how icampaign 

contributions worked and was unaware of what; was allowed and riot allowed." M 
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:.3 

B̂  L̂egai Analyst 

The Federal Election Cairipaign Aet of 197:1,; as: ammended (fhe *̂ Act") provides; that 

"ho person: shall make a Cdntributidii in the riame :ofariOther' persori! or knowirijgly permit his 

name to be used to effect such a eoritnbutipnĴ ' 2- tM.C^ § 44:if: Ott assertis thatBennett 

asked her and the other conduits to contribute:Land: promised tpTeim̂  them- Ott siiiggests 

iJi that: Bennett's status as "her boss" may have influenced her decision to participate in flie 

1̂  seheriie. Wei have rid; iriifdrriiatiori that Ott acti vdly piarticipated. in. tĥ  reimbursement' 
ffl 

tn scheme, an,d it appears she ;simply a:cted as a conduit, Based on these citcumstanGes, the 
VJ 
^ Commissiori "di"smisses<this matter as to Julie Otti 
O 
ffl 


